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BBA Sample Finance Interview Questions
(Behavioral & Technical)

BEHAVORIAL 
Why Investment Banking?

Why this firm?

What is investment banking?

Why (this specific group in the investment bank)?

Give me an ethical dilemma and how you overcame it?

Tell me about a time when someone wasn’t pulling their weight in a group project, and how you overcame this?
Tell me about yourself/ Walk me through_________ (specific point on resume)?

Why should we hire you over all of the other candidates today?

What was your favorite class and why?

What outside of school do you do to explore your interest in finance?

What quantitative/valuation experience do you have?

If you were walking into a presentation, and you realized a page in the pitch book was wrong, how would you handle the situation?

Your Managing Director is on the way to the airport to fly to the client, pitch books in hand. You notice a mistake. What do you do?
You are in a client meeting and suddenly notice an error. What do you do?

Tell me about a deal you have been following in the news? 

Tell me about a story you have recently read in the WSJ? 

If you had to sell me a stock right now, what would you pitch? Why? 

What do you do in your free time?

Why did you choose Emory?
TECHNICAL
How do you calculate free cash flow?

What are the three ways to value a firm, and walk me through each one?

How many years would you use as the base period for a technology firm in a DCF vs. a more mature company?
What are accretion/dilution, and what metrics are used to determine this?

If a company with a low P/E acquires a firm with a higher P/E, will this be accretive or dilutive?

Suppose depreciation increases, how does this flow through the 3 financial statements?

Suppose a firm is valued at $15 million and when I do the DCF it is valued at $10 million. What could this difference be from? How is this impacted on the 3 financial statements?

Explain the pros and cons of components of capital structure (debt/equity)?

How do you mathematically increase a firm’s share price?

What metrics would a CEO of a financial institution focus on in this environment?

Which has a higher beta, the beta of a refrigerator company, or the beta of a casino?

If I gave you a die, and for every roll you earned $1 (a 1=$1, 6=$6), how much would you be willing to pay to play the game?

a.
What if I allowed you to roll it a second time, how much would you pay to roll it again?

b.
What if I let you roll it indefinitely?

If you were a factory owner and you could either lease it or take out a loan, which would be the better option?

It is 3:15 on a clock, what is the angle between the minute and hour hand?

Walk me through your entire investment banking final project of the M&A deal you pitched to the class?

Discuss how the drop in the stock market has affected the valuation of stock options?

Please walk me through a DCF. Where does debt fit into a DCF model?

Please tell me about supply and demand? How does this concept affect the financial markets?

What is the federal funds rate?

If there is a pond with a lily pad in the middle, and the lily pad doubles in size every minute, and the pond is completely covered by the lily pad in an hour, how long will it take until 1/4 of the pond is covered?

What are the different ways to value a company?

If I gave you $1m to invest, where would you allocate it?

Where do you think the market is headed?

What do you think will happen to the fed funds rate in the next 3-6 months?

Walk me through an LBO model?

How many pens are sold on Emory's campus in a given year?

If the Fed raises interest rates, what happens to the price of bonds?

How do you calculate WACC?

How has the financial crisis affect the calculation of WACC?
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